Oil Spill Position Paper
The escalating Israeli attack on Lebanon did not only kill its civilians and destroy its infrastructure, but also it is starting to heavily impact its natural environment. On the first and second day of the war an Israeli raid on the Jiyeh electrical power plant has resulted in an oil spill into to sea of around 15,000 tons. This oil spill has hit more than 100km of Lebanese coast, and now it has reached Syria. This oil spill is not only one of the biggest environmental disasters in the history of Lebanon. It is also a regional catastrophe affecting the whole Eastern Med basin, and there is a possibility that it would reach other neighboring countries such as Cyprus, Turkey and Greece.

This spill will have a tremendous negative environmental, social and economical impact. The Eastern Mediterranean basin has one of the most important ecosystems in the Mediterranean sea. The oil spill has impacted sensitive fish spawning and nursery areas, as well as, valuable sea turtle nesting sites. The air pollution resulting from the continuous burning of part of the Jiyeh power plant fuel has been covering greater Beirut area, which on the longer term will lead to increased cancer cases, respiratory problems and other diseases. Another important impact of the spill is its effect on tourism and other economical sectors. The Lebanese coast is an important tourist destination, which has now become useless, because it is covered with oil. The total economical cost of this oil spill has been estimated to be more than 200 million dollars.

What makes this spill more dangerous is the fact that after more than 3 weeks from the start of the incident, no clean up operations has started yet. This will make clean up operations much more difficult, due to the fact that the oil would have settled more and more into the sand, rocks and seabed. Due to the Israeli siege and the continuous Israeli assault on Lebanon, damage assessment and cleanup operations could not have be done properly.
Therefore, GreenLine [could be replaced later with the undersigned environmental NGOs] demands an immediate and final ceasefire, so that accurate assessment operations can be carried and cleanup operations can start as soon as possible.
GreenLine put the primary responsibility of this environmental crime on Israel. There was no need or excuse for Israel to target the fuel tanks in the Jiyeh electrical power plant.
Some local fishermen, especially in Beirut and Jbeil, have not been able to fish for more than 20 days because their boats are stuck in oil. These local fishermen need to be taken care of as soon as possible so that they can feed their families.
GreenLine also demands the Lebanese government, after the Israeli attack ends, to put in place emergency response plans to similar catastrophes in the future. 
